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GROUP WHICH WAS RECEIVED WITH CONSIDERABLE INTEREST BY 
NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES (KORP CARRIED COPIES TO PARIS AND 
COPY BEING POUCHED TO BONN AND LONDON). WE BELIEVE THIS AN 
IMPORTANT EXERCISE ENABLING BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF TRENDS 
IN DOMESTIC OPEC ECONOMIES. CONSEQUENTLY, WE WISH TO 
ENSURE WE HAVE MOST COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION AVAILABLE. 

WE ARE AWARE OECD SECRETARIAT HAS CONSIDERED THIS SUBJECT 
AND IT OCCURS TO US THAT UK AND GERMAN GOVERNMENTS MAY ALSO 
HAVE DONE WORK ON IMPORT CAPACITY OF OPEC COUNTRIES AND ON 
RECENT B/P DEVELOPMENTS IN THESE COUNTRIES. IF SO, AN 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WOULD BE MOST USEFUL. WE PREPARED TO HAVE 
MR. ASHBY MC COWN, INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIST IN TREASURY'S 
OFFICE OF MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS, GO TO UK, GERMANY AND OECD 
FOR INFORMAL TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THESE TOPICS. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSES VIEWS ON UTILITY OF SUCH A 
TRIP ASAP. MOST CONVENIENT DATES WOULD BE SEPTEMBER 23-30. 

3. TO US MISSION OECD PARIS. AT SEPTEMBER 4 IEA AD HOC 

GROUP MEETING VAN YPERSELE REQUESTED THAT COPIES OF ABSORP- 
TIVE CAPACITY PAPER BE CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS OF HIS OECD 
TEMPORARY WORKING PARTY OF THE EPC FOR BACKGROUND PURPOSES. 
ACCORDINGLY, PLEASE PASS COPY TO OECD SECRETARIAT AS WELL 
AS TO IEA SECRETARIAT. KISSINGER 
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